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mi"ht again be. restored to a tranquil state ; and, indeed 
I was glad that his lawless career was stopped. I had 
not turned my eyes for some time to the cutter, now close 
ahead, under easy sail, until I heard the man in her 
chains heaving the lead, sing out, " quarter less five," and 
found we were running in for Folkstonc. 

As the cutter was likely to be detained for some time 
in getting a new bowsprit spar, and my side being very 
painful, I took a last farewell of poor Lanty, (begging of 
my friend, Captain B— , to interest himself about him,) 
and starting for Canterbury, and via London to Ports- 
mouth, again established myself with the old gentleman. 
My side still continuing painfully swelled, obliged me to 

place myself under Surgeon G 's treatment, who, with 

a long phiz, attacked it with a formidable array of 
leeches, cupping glasses, blisters, &c., with the pills at 
night, the draught in the morning, and sounding his re- 
treat each day with " you must keep yourself perfectly 
quiet." As my limbs were thus to remain inactive until 
further orders, I employed myself in tracing the following 
Recollections, brought so forcibly to mind. 
(To be continued.) 



RECREATIONS IN MATHEMATICS AND NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY: 

CONTAININO AMUSING niSSERTATION'S AND ENQUIRIES CONCERN- 
ING A VAMETY OF SUBJECTS CALCULATED TO EXCITE CU- 
RIOSITY AND ATTENTION. 

When we at first undertook the management of the 
Penny Journal, we promised to mingle as much as possible 
the vtile with the dnhe — in plain language, to convey as 
much useful information as we possibly could in an engag- 
ing and agreeable form. How far we have adhered to this 
determination we leave our readers to judge. In further- 
ance of the same object, we now purpose, from time to 
time, extracting from a very valuable though scarce work, 
" Mutton's Recreations in Mathematics anil Natural Philo- 
sophy,'' such portions as we may deem calculated at once 
to amuse and inform our general class of readers ; and we 
feel persuaded that to those to whom the subjects which we 
may bring forward are familiar, no apology will be requi- 
site, as they will be ready to appreciate the benefit of ex- 
tending useful knowledge in an engaging manner among 
individuals not possessing advantages they themselves 
enjoy. As nothing can be more useful in the general con- 
cernsof life than an intimate acquaintance with arithmetic, 
and a ready way of calculating, and as such exercises will 
not be an unprofitable employment to a number of our 
youthful readers during the Christmas holidays, we shall 
commence with that department of useful science. The 
questions proposed in one number shall be answered in 
the next, thus leaving time sufficient for solving the prob- 
lems, and obviating the necessity of answers being for- 
warded to us. We shall now merely state a few particu- 
lars, which may be interesting to the reader, of James 
Ozanam, the first author of the " Mathematical Recrea- 
tions," translated by Hutton. 

He was born at Boligneux, in Bressia, in 1640. Having 
considerable genius, as well as much industry, he made very 
great progress, though unassisted by a master, and at the 
juvenile age of fifteen years he wrote a mathematical trea- 
tise. While very young he removed to Lyons, and, for a 
maintainance, taught the mathematics, with tolerable suc- 
cess : but his generosity soon procured him a better resi- 
dence. _ Among his pupils were two foreigners, who, 
being disappointed of some bills of exchange for a journey 
to Paris, mentioned the circumstance to him : finding that 
fifty pistoles were necessary to enable them to accomplish 
their purpose, he immediately supplied them wjfh the 
money, even without their note for it. On their arrival 
at Paris, they mentioned this generous action to M. Du- 
gusseau, father of the chancellor ; who being struck with 
this trait in his character, engaged these young gentlemen 
to invite Ozanam .to Paris, with a promise of his favour 
He embraced this opportuuity wkh eagerness, and, at 
Paris, the employment of giving instructions in mathema- 
tics soon brought him in a considerable income, He 



wrote a great number of useful works. Among these we 
cannot help mentioning his Treatise on Lines of the first 
Order, and on the Construction of Equations, published 
in 1687 : the Mathematical Dictionary, published in 
1690: the Course of Mathematics, 5 volumes octavo, 
published in 1695: the Mathematical and Philosophical 
Recreations, first published in 1694, in 2 vols. 8\o : and 
the Elements of Algebra, in 2 vols, 8vo. published in 
1702. 

Ozanam possessed a mild and calm disposition, a cheer- 
ful and. pleasant temper, an inventive genius, and a gene- 
rosity almost unparalleled. 

CURIOUS ARITHMETICAL CALCULATIONS. 

Under the head of " Arithmetical and Geometrical 
Progressions, and of certain problems which depend upon 
them," the first question proposed is — • 

I. If a hundred stones are placed in a straight line, at 
the distance of a yard from each other; how many yards 
must the person walk, who undertakes to pick them up 
one by one, and to put them into a basket a yard dis- 
tance from the first stone ? 

II. A gentleman employed a bricklayer to sink a well, 
and agreed to give him at the rate of three shillings for 
the first yard in depth, five for the second, seven for the 
third, and so on increasing till the twentieth, where he 
expected to find water : how much was due to the brick- 
layer when he had completed the work ? 

III. A gentleman employed a bricklayer to sink a well 
to the depth of twenty yards, and agreed to give him 
twenty pounds for-the whole; but the bricklayer falling 
sick, when he had finished the eighth yard, was unable to 
go on with the work : how much was then due to him ? 

IV. A merchant being considerably in debt, one of his 
creditors, to whom he owed 1860/. offered to give him an 
acquittance if he would agree to pay the whole sum in 
twelve monthly instalments; that is to say, lool. the first 
month, and to increase the payment by a certain turn. 
each succeeding month, to the twelfth inclusive, when the 
whole debt would be discharged. By what sum was the 
payment of each month increased ? 

"#" As we have already said, the answers to the foregoing 
shall appear in our next, which will preclude the necessity of 
any communication to us on the subject; and here we would 
take the opportunity of expressing our sincere acknowledg- 
ments to those friends who have favoured us -witk articles on 
various subjects fitted for our little miscellany. We trust that 
we shall be excused for not replying to or noticing the nume- 
rous communications forwarded to us, as it would absolutely 
require more time to answer the various letters we receive 
than we could altogether afford to the conducting of the Jour- 
nal. We shall at all times feel much obliged for useful hints 
and suggestions, and grateful for the communications of our 
friends, who may rest satisfied that their favours arc not over- 
looked — but, if considered suitable for our pages, shall appear 
as opportunity offers. The impossibility of inserting articles 
immediately afler they come to hand, will be evident when it 
is recollected that we have at all times several numbers of the 
Journal in advance, in order to meet the English and Scottish 
markets ; and, with regard to postage, it will, perhaps, be snfB- 
cicnt to remind our correspondents that sometimes a single 
postage will take away the profits of several dozens of Journal* 
— Verb. sat. 



CURIOUS DISCOVER^ IN FRANCE. 
As some workmen were digging upon the high road, nt 
Homaizee", a village about five leagues, from Poitiers, they 
found the skeleton of art elephant, in perfect preservation. 
The bones were placed horizontally upon a sort of bench 
of calcareous stone, and occupied a space of more than 
ten feet (French) in length, by a foot and a half in breadth. 



